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In 2004, a Hidden Disabilities support group was formed by Madeline Harcourt at the Center on Disability Studies. Bi-monthly meetings were held on the University of Hawaii campus to address the growing needs and concerns of students, faculty and staff with hidden disabilities. Group members were in need of emotional support and a safe place in which to share commonalities. It soon became apparent that a committee on hidden disabilities to address systemic issues was needed.  Madeline Harcourt formed the only known Committee on Hidden Disabilities in August 2005 in the state of Hawaii. The concern was and continues to be that hidden/invisible disabilities are often misunderstood and inadvertently omitted when discussing other disabilities. There are many stereotypes and misconceptions. People with hidden disabilities continue to live in the shadows in fear of being discovered and further misunderstood. They likely are unemployed, underemployed and populate our prison system and homeless population. Moreover, there are few services in the state of Hawaii for adults with learning disabilities in particular to go for services and support.

The committee is comprised of concerned doctoral students, faculty and community volunteers with and without hidden disabilities who have the personal experience and passion for this topic, as well as the professional expertise to address these issues.  The Committee on Hidden Disabilities is a Center on Disability Studies ad hoc committee. 

The primary focus of the committee is on adults with the following disabilities:
∑	Learning disabilities
∑	ADD and ADHD
∑	Psychiatric disabilities   (depression). 
The committee’s focus is on the following:
∑	Educating/informing
∑	Advocating/supporting
∑	Influencing policy/changing systems

Members meet on a monthly basis to discuss issues pertaining to hidden disabilities in adults. The meetings are held on the University of Hawaii at Manoa College of Education campus during the spring and fall semesters. Approximately 10 meetings are held per year.    There is much to be done and we welcome your support and enthusiasm!

For more information contact:
Madeline Harcourt, M.A.
Committee on Hidden Disabilities, Chair
Center on Disability Studies
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Telephone:  956-0947      Email:  Harcourt@hawaii.edu




